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OFFICE OF THE CITY COUNCIL
RESEARCH DIVISION

117 WEST DUVAL STREET, SUITE 425
4TH FLOOR, CITY HALL
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32202
904-255-5137

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA MEETING MINUTES
City Council Chamber, 1st floor, City Hall

February 11, 2020
4:00 p.m.

Location: City Council Chamber, City Hall – St. James Building; 117 West Duval Street

In attendance: Council Members Scott Wilson (President), Danny Becton, Aaron Bowman, Michael Boylan, Matt Carlucci, LeAnna Cumber, Randy DeFoor, Garrett Dennis, Rory Diamond, Al Ferraro, Terrance Freeman, Reginald Gaffney, Tommy Hazouri, Joyce Morgan,  Sam Newby, Ju’Coby Pittman, Brenda Priestly Jackson, Ron Salem, Randy White


Also: Peggy Sidman, Paige Johnston, Shannon Eller– Office of General Counsel; Kyle Billy and Kim Taylor – Council Auditor’s Office; Jessica Matthews, Crystal Shemwell and Ladayija Nichols – Legislative Services Division; Jeff Clements – Council Research Division; Melanie Wilkes and Steve Cassada – Council Support Services; Brian Hughes, Stephanie Burch, Jordan Elsbury, Leeann Krieg – Mayor’s Office; Joey Greive – Finance and Administration Department; John Pappas and Eric Fuller – Public Works Department; Bill Killingsworth and Folks Huxford – Planning and Development Department; Keith Powers – Fire and Rescue Department; Daryl Joseph – Parks, Recreation and Community Services Department; Kirk Wendland – Office of Economic Development

Meeting Convened: 4:13 p.m.

President Wilson called the meeting to order and announced that the sound system is not working in the Council Chamber, so the meeting would dispense with the usual committee chairs’ reports.

Mr. Wilson noted that Ordinance 2020-59 regarding an MOU between the Fraternal Order of Police Lodger #5-30 and the City regarding health care coverage for survivors of officers killed in the line of duty is being requested for withdrawal by the administration and the unions are agreeable to that withdrawal.

Mr. Wilson said that Ordinance 2020-20 regarding a rezoning on Loretto Road may have substantial public comment based on the comments made at a town hall meeting last night. Ordinance 2019-751 regarding a rezoning in San Marco may similarly generate considerable public comment. On Ordinance 2020-24 regarding an economic development agreement with Millenia Jax FL TC, LP, the Finance amendment, which incorporates the NCSPHS amendment, will be moved.

Chairman Wilson announced that there will be 2-item Addendum to the Agenda, with emergency passage requested on both items. Council Member Boylan distributed the agenda for the next Future of JEA Workshop meeting on February 24th and explained that one of the addendum items (2020-126) is a bill to allow $5,000 of the $1.85 million allocated by the Council for outside counsel to be used for subject matter expert travel costs. Next week he will have a redline version of a revised Charter Article 21 (JEA) suggesting immediate changes regarding transparency and autonomy.  Council Member Dennis said that Resolution 2020-125, also on the addendum, is an emergency request developing from a noticed meeting he attended last week regarding JEA board appointment suggestions. He asked if any council members had suggested any of the 7 names the Mayor announced today as his nominees to the JEA board. Council Member Newby said he suggested Edward Waters College President Zachary Faison; Council Member Gaffney said he suggested Dr. Leon Haley, the CEO of UF Health Jacksonville.

LUZ Chairman Danny Becton reported that the committee had voted to deny two rezonings - 2019-547 and 2019-841 – so council members should vote the green “aye” button to support the committee and deny the rezonings.

Council Member Salem asked President Wilson to keep the council apprised on a regular basis of how much is being spent on special outside counsel to advise the City Council on JEA issues. Mr. Wilson said the first bill in December was for $46,000 and another one was just received for $56,000. Mr. Salem that he and Council Member Diamond did their own document reviews in preparation for the first JEA investigatory hearing and suggested the need to clearly determine what the special counsel is doing for the council. Mr. Diamond said it will be the job of outside counsel to go through what is likely to be millions of documents from JEA looking for relevant items, and assisting the Office of General Counsel staff in doing what needs to be done to support the investigation.

Council Member Cumber announced that she will be proposing a floor amend to Ordinance 2020-26 (creating regulations for a dockless mobility program) to clarify the intent of the indemnification clause.

President Wilson said that at the Special Investigatory Committee on JEA yesterday, a council member suggested that all council members disclose their previous communications with JEA board and management and the City administration regarding JEA matters. He said he is not requiring it, but just sharing the idea. Council Member Priestly Jackson said she was the one who made the suggestion and said it’s needed to help rebuild public trust in the City’s honesty and transparency, and will prevent the possibility of innocent meetings being blown out of proportion later in the process to undercut the Council’s work. She plans to disclose her contacts and meetings later this week. Several council members asked questions about how such a disclosure would work and what form. Ms. Priestly Jackson said she would leave that up to individual council members to determine disclose time, place, and subject matter of meetings in a manner that is transparent to the public. After some discussion it was recommended that such disclosures be sent to Council Secretary Cheryl Brown for public posting. Council Member Salem recommended putting the Information Technology Division on notice that a huge ask may be coming to search and archive council members’ records for this purpose.

Meeting adjourned: 4:32 p.m.
Minutes: Jeff Clements, Council Research Division
jeffc@coj.net   904-255-5137
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