10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Amended 11/22/22

Introduced by Council Member Becton and amended by the Land Use

and Zoning Committee and Co-Sponsored by Council Members

Diamond, Carrico, Ferraro, Boylan, and Freeman:

ORDINANCE 2022-766-E

AN ORDINANCE PERTAINING TO CERTIFICATES OF

USE; AMENDING SUBPART E (CERTIFICATES OF
USE), PART 1 (GENERAL PROVISIONS), CHAPTER
656 (ZONING CODE), ORDINANCE CODE, TO REVISE

PROVISIONS PERTAINING TO CERTIFICATES OF

USE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City desires to reduce the burden on owners,

occupants, and managers of commercial property that is required

to comply with the City’s current procedures for certificates of

use; now therefore

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1. Amending Chapter 656 (Zoning Code) ,

Ordinance Code. Chapter 656 (Zoning Code), Ordinance Code, 1is

hereby amended to read as follows:

CHAPTER 656. ZONING CODE

PART 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS
* * *
SUBPART E. CERTIFICATES OF USE
* * *
Sec. 656.151. - Certificates of Use.
(a) No structure or demised premises, as defined in Section

656.1601, other than a single family residence or duplex,

shall be used or any existing use enlarged, or any new use

made of any land—bedy—ef—waters

or structure, without the




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Amended 11/22/22

owner, or tenant if applicable, first obtaining a certificate

of use from the Department. Said certificate of use shall be
required for each individual business and each multi-family
building located within the City.

Notwithstanding any ordinance to the contrary, and
notwithstanding any prior legal status of any multi-family
residence and business, any new multi-family residence or new
business, or any changes 1in use, name;—ownershipy expansion
of square footage occupied, or the inclusion of additional
uses after May 29, 2006, will require a certificate of use. A

certificate of use review, pursuant to Section 656.153 below,

shall not be required in connection with changes in name or

ownership, provided that the use is the same before and after

such change 1in name or ownership. This provision does not

apply when the change 1in name or ownership occurs with

alterations or changes to the wuse of the property. 1In

addition, this provision does not apply to businesses that are

regulated by state law and are required to obtain licenses in

the name of the license-holder. In the case of a business name

change or a change in ownership, the certificate of use shall

be filed to reflect the new name of the business or change in

ownership. For businesses that require a change in business

name or ownership and are currently exempt from the

certificate of use requirement, so long as there have been no

alterations or <changes to the wuse of the property, the

business shall only be required to obtain a certificate of use

that will be placed on file, without the necessity for a

review pursuant to Section 656.153 below.

The issuance of a certificate of use shall not require a

structure or demised premises to be retrofitted or brought

into compliance with the current building code unless
_2_
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required by state law or Subpart C, Part 12, Chapter 656,

Ordinance Code, or there is substantial alteration within

the demised premises or substantial alteration, including

new construction of the existing structure. The City shall

have the right to periodically inspect a structure or

demised premises at any reasonable time to ensure the
existence of a current and valid certificate of use, and to
ensure compliance with applicable =zoning regulations,
Florida Building Code, Florida Fire Prevention Code, solid
waste regulations, and all applicable local and state
regulations and other terms under which a certificate of
use was 1issued.

A certificate of use shall cover all uses contained within

a structure or a demised premises permitted on the land.

All uses within—+the —strueture—oer—on—+the—3dand that are
consistent with those permitted in the certificate of use
shall not require separate certificates of use. A new
certificate of use will ©be required for all | uses
inconsistent with the uses permitted under a certificate of
use.

No <certificate of wuse shall be wutilized in a manner
contrary to the regulations contained within the Ordinance
Code.

It shall be the duty of all officers and inspectors of the
Building Inspection Division, the Municipal Code Compliance
Division, Fire Prevention Division, Planning and
Development Department, Solid Waste Division, and law
enforcement officers, to report to the Director any
apparent violation of this Subpart.

656.152. Certificates of use application and fee.

An application for a certificate of use shall be filed with
_3_
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the Department. The Director 1is authorized and directed to
establish a certificate of wuse application, which shall

contain the following information:

* *x *

(3) The previous use of the structure or demised premises,
if known;

(4) The proposed use of the structure or demised premises;

(5) Occupant $Seating capacity of the structure or demised

premises; and

(6) Square footage of the wuwse—e¥ structure or demised

premises.
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change—3nname—and/for—ownershipy Tthe fee for a certificate
of use is as found in www.coj.net/fees. An applicant for a
certificate of use shall pay the fee to the Department upon

receipt of the certificate of use,-The—feefor——ecertificates
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I —www—eoj-hret/feesy and subject to the Annual Review

of Fees provision found in Section 106.112, Ordinance Code.
Sec. 656.153. - Certificate of use review.

The Building Inspection Division shall review each
certificate of use application for any new uses, changes in use,
expansion of square footage or inclusion of new uses, for
compliance with the Florida Building Code, and Part 12 and Part
13 of Chapter 656, Ordinance Code. The Fire Prevention Division
shall review each certificate of use application for any new
uses, changes in use, expansion of square footage or inclusion
of new uses, for compliance with Chapter 633 of the Florida

Statutes and Seetioen Chapter 420, Ordinance Code. The Planning
_4_
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and Development Department shall review each certificate of use

application for any new uses, changes 1in use, expansion of

square footage or inclusion of new uses, for compliance with

Chapter 656, Ordinance Code. The Zoning Administrator shall

issue a certificate of use for any new uses, changes 1in use,
expansion of square footage or inclusion of new uses, upon a
positive recommendation from each department, however in the
event there is a question as to the 1legality of a use, the
Zoning Administrator may require inspections, affidavits and
such other information the Zoning Administrator may deem
appropriate or necessary to establish the legality of the use,

before a certificate of use will be issued. Promptly after

determining that additional inspections, affidavits and other

information is necessary, the Zoning Administrator shall provide

written notice to the applicant itemizing same. Such notice

shall include all requirements known by the Zoning Administrator

at the time of providing notice. If inspections of the structure

or demised premises are needed, such inspections or reviews

shall occur within ten business days and the City shall aspire

to complete any subsequent inspection required for additional

information to obtain a certificate of use approval within ten

additional business days, or as soon thereafter as practical.

Contemporaneous with the filing of an application for
certificate of use, the applicant shall provide a current fire

inspection report to the Zoning Administrator, if available. The

Zoning Administrator shall not issue a certificate of use for
any new use, change in wuse, expansion of square footage or
inclusion of new uses prior to final written approval (including
by electronic means) of the Building Inspection Division, Fire

Prevention Division, and Planning and Development Department as

to their relevant portion of review. Irnadditien—noconditionat
_5_
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certificate of use may be granted by the Zoning Administrator,

where state and local law allows, pending receipt of any

additional inspections, affidavits, and other necessary

information, 1f the Zoning Administrator has provided written

notice to the applicant itemizing same. Such conditional

approval shall be valid for a period not to exceed 90 days plus

any extension(s) granted by the Zoning Administrator, which

shall not be unreasonably withheld. Failure to permit inspection

of the premises shall be grounds for denial of an application
for a certificate of use or revocation of an existing
certificate of use.
Sec. 656.154. - Annual renewal of certificate of use.

Except for certificates of use required to be renewed
annually by the Ordinance Code, or Dby any zoning exception,
variance, walver, or administrative deviation, certificates of

use shall remain valid for an unlimited time unless revoked for

cause Th PEWANEVE S S W £ e 1o Alsz <7114 ESANEN +h ISR B i
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Sec. 656.155. - Exemptions.
In additiona* to those uses identified in Section 656.151,
the following uses do not require certificates of use:
* * *
Sec. 656.156. - Appellate procedure for denial of a certificate
of use.
In the event the Zoning Administrator determines to deny

any application for a certificate of use, the Zoning
_6_
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