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person or animal to another or from a surface to a person.

They are the result of pathogens, such as viruses and C r O 6 j’

bacteria. Communicable diseases include colds and flu.

Communicable diseases spread through contact with bodily fluids, insect
bites, contaminated surfaces, water, and food, or through the ir.
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Communicable diseases: Types, symptoms, prevention, and treatment

A communicable disease is any disease that passes between people or
animals. People sometimes refer to communicable diseases as
“infectious” or “transmissible” diseases.

Pathogens, including bacteria, viruses, fungi, and protozoa, cause

communicable diseases.

» Learn more about the different types of pathogens here.

Symptoms

Once a pathogen has entered a person’s body, it may begin replicating,
and the individual may then begin to experience symptoms.

Symptoms vary depending on the disease. Some people do not
experience any symptoms, but they can still transmit the pathogen.

Some symptoms are a direct result of the pathogen damaging the body’s
cells, while others are due to the body’s immune response to the
infection.

Some communicable diseases may be mild, and symptoms pass after a
few days. However, some can be serious and potentially life threatening.
Symptom severity may vary depending on a person’s overall health and
immune function.

Types and symptoms

Four main types of pathogens cause infection: Viruses, bacteria, fungi,
and protozoa.

Viruses

Viruses are tiny pathogens that contain genetic material. Unlike other

pathogens, they lack the complex structure of a cell.

To replicate, they must enter ® the cells of other living beings. Once
inside, they use the cell’s machinery to make copies of themselves.

Bacteria

Bacteria are microscopic, single-celled organisms. They exist in almost
every environment on Earth, including inside the human body.

Many bacteria are harmless, and some help the body function. However,
bacteria can also cause @ infections that damage the body.

Fungi
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Fungi are a type of organism that includes yeasts, molds, and mushrooms.
There are millions @ of different fungi. However, only around 300 cause

harmful ilinesses.

Fungal infections can occur anywhere in the body. However, they
commonly affect the skin and mucus membranes.

Protozoa
Protozoa are microscopic organisms that typically consist of a single cell.

Some protozoa are parasitic, meaning they live on or inside another

organism and use the organism’s nutrients for their own survival. Parasitic

[

protozoa can cause  various diseases.

» Learn more about parasitic infections here.

LEARN MORE ABOUT ECZEMA

WATCH VIDEO

What Are the
Symptoms of Eczema
on the Neck?

This video explains possible symptoms of
eczema on the neck, and how to help ease

symptoms.
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What Are the Symptoms of 10 Tips For Preventing Dry Eyelids: Wt
Eczema on the Neck? Eczema Flare-Ups in Them?
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Explore our Eczema Hub —

Common communicable diseases

Common viral, bacterial, fungal, and protozoan diseases include:
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Rhinoviruses

Rhinoviruses are a group of viruses that are the most common cause® of

the common cold. Symptoms of a cold may include:

e a stuffy or runny nose
e sore throat

e headache

A person can catch a rhinovirus by inhaling droplets containing
rhinoviruses from another person’s cough or sneeze.

Similarly, rhinoviruses are spread by people touching their nose, eyes, or
mouth after touching items or surfaces that have come into contact with
the virus.

Coronaviruses

Coronaviruses are a large group of viruses that affect the respiratory,

system ® This family includes the SARS-CoV-2 virus. Some coronaviruses
can cause common cold and flu symptoms, while others can cause more
severe outcomes.

Coronavirus resources

For more advice on COVID-19 prevention and treatment, visit our

coronavirus hub.

Influenza

influenza viruses are infections that attack the respiratory system. Some

potential symptoms * include:

e fever or chills

e stuffy or runny nose

» sore throat
e cough
s headaches

e muscle or body aches

.
~h

fatigue

A person can catch influenza viruses in the same way they may catch
rhinoviruses.

HIV
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HIV attacks the immune system of its host. This makes the person
vulnerable to other infections and diseases. A person can contract HIV as
a result of contact with blood or other body fluids containing the virus.

The symptoms of HIV may develop gradually and in stages. They can
include *:

o fever

e chills

» rash

e mouth sores

e sore throat

* swollen lymph nodes

¢ night sweats
¢ muscle aches
» fatigue

The only way a person can be certain they have HIV is to have an HIV
test.

Although there is currently no cure for HIV, medications can help to keep
the virus under control or make it undetectable. Without such treatment,
HIV can develop into AIDS.

Other medications can help prevent a person from contracting HIV.
People at high risk of HIV and those who believe they may have had
exposure to it should speak with their primary healthcare professional
about these options.

HIV and AIDS resources

For more in-depth information and resources on HIV and AIDS,
visit our dedicated hub.

Salmonella and Escherichia coli

Nontyphoidal Salmonella and Escherichia coli (E. coli) are two different
types of bacteria that can infect the digestive system. Another form of
Salmonella, Sa/monella typhi, can also cause typhoid.

meats and eggs, unwashed fruits and vegetables, and contaminated
water sources.

https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/communicable-diseases 5/13
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Salmonella can also spread through contact with live animals, including
chickens, and through person-to-person contact.

Some symptoms of these infections include:

* abdominal cramps
e diarrhea

o fever

headache

Tuberculosis

Tuberculosis (TB) is a bacterial infection that primarily attacks the lungs. It

may cause the following symptoms:

* a cough continuing for more than 3 weeks
» loss of appetite

¢ unintentional weight loss

o fever

chills

night sweats

A person can catch TB by inhaling tiny droplets or “aerosols” from the
cough or sneeze of a person who has the infection.

Ringworm

Ringworm is a common fungal infection of the skin. lts characteristic
symptom is a ring-shaped rash that may be dry, scaly, or itchy.

People may contract ringworm through:

¢ close contact with a person who has ringworm

e sharing towels, bedding, or other personal items with a person who
has ringworm

e close contact with animals with ringworm, typically cats

Without treatment, ringworm may spread to other parts of the body.

Athlete’s foot

Athlete’s foot is a common fungal infection that affects the skin on the
feet. it typically causes sore or iichy white patches between the toes.

People can contract athlete’s foot through direct contact with someone
who has the fungus or surfaces that have been in contact with the fungus.

https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/communicable-diseases 6/13
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For example, an individual might contract athlete’s foot after walking
barefoot in locker rooms, showers, or swimming pools.

Plasmodium

The protozoan Plasmodium genus causes the tropical disease malaria.

The parasite primarily transmits @ through mosquito bites.

Malaria causes symptoms such as:

fever and chills

headaches

e vomiting

diarrhea

muscle pains

Without proper treatment, malaria can be life threatening. Vaccination
programs are also effectively protecting people from malaria fatalities.

Lyme disease

Lyme disease is a potentially serious infection that black-legged ticks can

pass to humans. It is the most common @

United States.

carrier-spread disease in the

The bacteria Borrelia burgdorferi cause the majority of Lyme disease
cases. However, the bacteria Borrelia mayonii may also cause the
disease.

Symptoms of Lyme disease include:

headache

fatigue
o fever

e skin rash

Lyme disease can spread to the joints, heart, and nervous system if a
person does not treat it.

» Learn more about Lyme disease here.

Causes

A person may develop a communicable disease after becoming infected
by the pathogen. This may happen through:

» direct contact with a person carrying the pathogen

https://iwww.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/communicable-diseases
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e contact with bodily fluids containing pathogens

» inhaling pathogen-containing droplets from another person’s cough

or sneeze
receiving a bite from an animal or insect carrying the pathogen

consuming contaminated water or foods

ADVERTISEMENT

How to prevent transmission

People can reduce their risk of contracting or transmitting disease-
causing pathogens by following the steps below:

washing their hands thoroughly and regularly

disinfecting surfaces at home often, especially doorknobs and food
areas

disinfecting personal items such as phones

cooking meats, eggs, and other foods thoroughly
practicing good hygiene when preparing and handling food
avoiding eating spoiled food

avoiding touching wild animals

receiving available vaccinations

taking antimalarial medications when traveling where there is a
malaria risk

check for ticks and other parasites

Treatment for communicable diseases

Some communicable diseases cause only mild symptoms that disappear
without treatment. Others may cause severe symptoms or potentially life
threatening complications.

Patients require different tfreatments depending on the disease process
and clinical presentation.
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Viral infections

Vaccines are a highly effective method for preventing specific viral
infections. There are several different types of vaccines.

When a person receives a vaccine, they are receiving a form of the virus.
The immune system responds by producing antibodies capable of killing
an active form of the virus in the future.

If a person already has a virus, they may require antiviral medications to
keep the virus under control.

Bacterial infections

Bacterial infections can range from mild to life threatening. A person who
has a bacterial infection may require a course of antibiotics to help control
the infection. These medications can help to kill bacteria or slow them
down so the immune system can counteract them.

However, many bacteria are developing a resistance to antibiotics, which
poses a major health risk. More than 2.8 million 9 antibiotic-resistant
infections occur in the U.S. every year.

A person should only ever take antibiotics on a medical recommendation.

Fungal infections

A severe or chronic fungal infection may require prescription antifungal
medications and, in rare cases, intravenous medication.

However, people can treat many mild infections, such as ringworm and
athlete’s foot, with over-the-counter topical ointments.

Frequently asked questions

How can a person prevent the spread of communicable +
diseases?

What are the main causes of communicable diseases? +
Summary

Communicable diseases are diseases that can pass from person to
person. The pathogens that cause these diseases can spread in various
ways, such as through the air, contact with contaminated substances or
surfaces, or from animal and insect bites.
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Many communicable diseases cause mild symptoms that go away without
treatment. Others require treatment to prevent them from becoming more

serious.

There are steps a person can take to reduce their risk of contracting and
transmitting disease-causing pathogens. These include receiving
available vaccinations, practicing regular handwashing, and maintaining
good hygiene at home.

ADVERTISEMENT
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A communicable disease is any disease that passes between people or
animals. People sometimes refer to communicable diseases as
“infectious” or “transmissible” diseases.

Pathogens, including bacteria, viruses, fungi, and protozoa, cause

communicable diseases. /\/\ C&

» Learn more about the different types of pathogens here.

Symptoms bﬁ Ai @

Once a pathogen has entered a person’s body, it may begin replicating,

and the individual may then begin to experience symptoms.

Symptoms vary depending on the disease. Some people do not
experience any symptoms, but they can still transmit the pathogen.

Some symptoms are a direct result of the pathogen damaging the body’s y\ro U('\Sh

cells, while others are due to the body’s immune response to the ‘h 6 ¢
infection. € \ r ,
Some communicable diseases may be mild, and symptoms pass after /

P =
few days. However, some can be serious and potentially life threatening. “‘[’O (/ ' O aﬁ

Symptom severity may vary depending on a person’s overall health and

immune function. O v er % 0

Types and symptoms O Uf @
OIMIM —

Four main types of pathogens cause infection: Viruses, bacteria, fungi,

and protozoa. U n i + \’ “QS

Viruses /

Y

Viruses are tiny pathogens that contain genetic material. Unlike other N (_ 1 \(\ bOr -

pathogens, they lack the complex structure of a cell. 4/
hOoC5

To replicate, they must enter @ the cells of other living beings. Once

inside, they use the cell’s machinery to make copies of themselves. §C h O O 5 /

Bacteria

Bacteria are microscopic, single-celled organisms. They exist in almost
every environment on Earth, including inside the human body.

Many bacteria are harmless, and some help the body function. However,
bacteria can also cause ¥ infections that damage the body.

Fungi

https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/communicable-diseases 2/13
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Fungi are a type of organism that includes yeasts, molds, and mushrooms.
There are millions @ of different fungi. However, only around 300 cause
harmful ilinesses.

Fungal infections can occur anywhere in the body. However, they
commonly affect the skin and mucus membranes.

Protozoa
Protozoa are microscopic organisms that typically consist of a single cell.

Some protozoa are parasitic, meaning they live on or inside another

organism and use the organism’s nutrients for their own survival. Parasitic

protozoa can cause - various diseases.

» Learn more about parasitic infections here.

Common communicable diseases

Common viral, bacterial, fungal, and protozoan diseases include:

Rhinoviruses

Rhinoviruses are a group of viruses that are the most common cause ® of
the common cold. Symptoms of a cold may include:

¢ a stuffy or runny nose

e sore throat

e headache

A person can catch a rhinovirus by inhaling droplets containing
rhinoviruses from another person’s cough or sneeze.

Similarly, rhinoviruses are spread by people touching their nose, eyes, or
mouth after touching items or surfaces that have come into contact with

—

Coronaviruses

the virus.

-\_’/ |

Coronaviruses are a large group of viruses that affect the respiratory
system ® This family includes the SARS-CoV-2 virus. Some coronaviruses
can cause common cold and flu symptoms, while others can cause more
severe outcomes.

Coronavirus resources

https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/communicable-diseases
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For more advice on COVID-19 prevention and treatment, visit our
coronavirus hub.

Influenza

Influenza viruses are infections that attack the respiratory system. Some
potential symptoms° include:

» fever or chills

» stuffy or runny nose
e sore throat
e cough

¢ headaches

e muscle or body aches

[ ]
—h

atigue

A person can catch influenza viruses in the same way they may catch
rhinoviruses.

HIV

HIV attacks the immune system of its host. This makes the person
vulnerable to other infections and diseases. A person can contract HIV as
a result of contact with blood or other body fluids containing the virus.

The symptoms of HIV may develop gradually and in stages. They can
include ®:

» fever

e chills

* rash

» mouth sores

e sore throat

e swollen lymph nodes

¢ night sweats

* muscle aches

fatigue

The only way a person can be certain they have HIV is to have an HIV
test.

Although there is currently no cure for HIV, medications can help to keep
the virus under control or make it undetectable. Without such treatment,

https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/communicable-diseases 4/13
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HIV can develop into AIDS.

Other medications can help prevent a person from contracting HIV.
People at high risk of HIV and those who believe they may have had
exposure to it should speak with their primary healthcare professional
about these options.

HIV and AIDS resources

For more in-depth information and resources on HIV and AIDS,
visit our dedicated hub.

Salmonella and Escherichia coli

Nontyphoidal Salmonella and Escherichia coli (E. coli) are two different
types of bacteria that can infect the digestive system. Another form of
Salmonella, Sa/lmonella typhi, can also cause typhoid.

meats and eggs, unwashed fruits and vegetables, and contaminated
water sources.

Salmonella can also spread through contact with live animals, including

chickens, and through person-to-person contact.
Some symptoms of these infections include:

e abdominal cramps
o diarrhea
« fever

e headache

Tuberculosis

Tuberculosis (TB) is a bacterial infection that primarily attacks the lungs. it
may cause the following symptoms:

e a cough continuing for more than 3 weeks
» loss of appetite

+ unintentional weight loss

* fever
o chills

¢ night sweats

https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/communicable-diseases 5113
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A person can catch TB by inhaling tiny droplets or “aerosols” from the
cough or sneeze of a person who has the infection.

Ringworm

Ringworm is a common fungal infection of the skin. lts characteristic
symptom is a ring-shaped rash that may be dry, scaly, or itchy.

People may contract ringworm through:

» close contact with a person who has ringworm

e sharing towels, bedding, or other personal items with a person who
has ringworm

¢ close contact with animals with ringworm, typically cats

Without treatment, ringworm may spread to other parts of the body.

Athlete’s foot

Athlete’s foot is a common fungal infection that affects the skin on the
feet. It typically causes sore or itchy white patches between the toes.

People can contract athlete’s foot through direct contact with someone
who has the fungus or surfaces that have been in contact with the fungus.
For example, an individual might contract athlete’s foot after walking
barefoot in locker rooms, showers, or swimming pools.

Plasmodium

The protozoan Plasmodium genus causes the tropical disease malaria.
The parasite primarily transmits @ through mosgquito bites.

Malaria causes symptoms such as:

» fever and chills
» headaches

* vomiting

o diarrhea

* muscle pains

Without proper treatment, malaria can be life threatening. Vaccination
programs are also effectively protecting people from malaria fatalities.

Lyme disease

Lyme disease is a potentially serious infection that black-legged ticks can

]

pass to humans. It is the most common ™ carrier-spread disease in the

https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/communicable-diseases 6/13
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United States.

The bacteria Borrelia burgdorferi cause the majority of Lyme disease
cases. However, the bacteria Borrelia mayonii may also cause the
disease.

Symptoms of Lyme disease include:

e headache
o fatigue
o fever

e skin rash

Lyme disease can spread to the joints, heart, and nervous system if a
person does not treat it.

» Learn more about Lyme disease here.

Causes

A person may develop a communicable disease after becoming infected
by the pathogen. This may happen through:

e direct contact with a person carrying the pathogen

e contact with bodily fluids containing pathogens

» inhaling pathogen-containing droplets from another person’s cough
or sneeze

e receiving a bite from an animal or insect carrying the pathogen

s consuming contaminated water or foods

ADVERTISEMENT

How to prevent transmission

People can reduce their risk of contracting or transmitting disease-
causing pathogens by following the steps below:

» washing their hands thoroughly and regularly

https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/communicable-diseases
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« disinfecting surfaces at home often, especially doorknobs and food
areas

¢ disinfecting personal items such as phones

e cooking meats, eggs, and other foods thoroughly

¢ practicing good hygiene when preparing and handling food
e avoiding eating spoiled food

¢ avoiding touching wild animals

¢ receiving available vaccinations

¢ taking antimalarial medications when traveling where there is a
malaria risk

e check for ticks and other parasites

Treatment for communicable diseases

Some communicable diseases cause only mild symptoms that disappear
without treatment. Others may cause severe symptoms or potentially life
threatening complications.

Patients require different treatments depending on the disease process
and clinical presentation.

Viral infections

Vaccines are a highly effective method for preventing specific viral
infections. There are several different types of vaccines.

When a person receives a vaccine, they are receiving a form of the virus.
The immune system responds by producing antibodies capable of killing
an active form of the virus in the future.

If a person already has a virus, they may require antiviral medications to
keep the virus under control.

Bacterial infections

Bacterial infections can range from mild to life threatening. A person who
has a bacterial infection may require a course of antibiotics to help control
the infection. These medications can help to kill bacteria or slow them
down so the immune system can counteract them.

However, many bacteria are developing a resistance to antibiotics, which
poses a major health risk. More than 2.8 million ® antibiotic-resistant
infections occur in the U.S. every year.

A person should only ever take antibiotics on a medical recommendation.

https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/communicable-diseases 8/13
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Fungal infections

A severe or chronic fungal infection may require prescription antifungal

medications and, in rare cases, intravenous medication.

However, people can treat many mild infections, such as ringworm and
athlete’s foot, with over-the-counter topical ointments.

Frequently asked questions

How can a person prevent the spread of communicable +
diseases?

What are the main causes of communicable diseases? +
Summary

Communicable diseases are diseases that can pass from person to
person. The pathogens that cause these diseases can spread in various
ways, such as through the air, contact with contaminated substances or
surfaces, or from animal and insect bites.

Many communicable diseases cause mild symptoms that go away without
treatment. Others require treatment to prevent them from becoming more
serious.

There are steps a person can take 1o reduce their risk of contracting and
transmitting disease-causing pathogens. These include receiving
available vaccinations, practicing regular handwashing, and maintaining
good hygiene at home.
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What to know about viruses

Medically reviewed by Jill Seladi-Schulman, Ph.D.

https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/communicable-diseases
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Communicable diseases: Types, symptoms, prevention, and treatment

Viruses exist almost everywhere, and they can infect any living organism.
Here, learn more about viruses, how they work, and how to get...

READ MORE —

What to know about airborne
diseases

Medically reviewed by Stacy Sampson, D.O.

Airborne diseases transmit between people when droplets containing
microorganisms remain suspended in the air, for example, after a person...

READ MORE —

What are bacteria and what do they
do?
Medically reviewed by Jill Seladi-Schulman, Ph.D.

Bacteria are single-celled organisms that exist in their millions, in every
environment, inside or outside other organisms. Some are harmful, but...

s ———————————

READ MORE —

What are pathogens?

Medically reviewed by Jill Seladi-Schulman, Ph.D.

Pathogens are organisms that can cause disease. Learn more about the
different types of pathogens, including how they function and the...

READ MORE —

https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/communicable-diseases
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\ What you need to know about
fungal infections

Medically reviewed by Cynthia Taylor Chavoustie, MPAS, PA-C

A fungal infection occurs when fungal microbes multiply and become too
much for the immune system. Read about common types, their risk...

READ MORE —
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THE REAL COLOR OF SEGREGATION IN AMERICA

DREDD SCOTT DECISION (1857): legalized slavery. All the judges ruling
in the majority were Democrats; all the judges ruling in the minori-
ty were Whigs, the precursors of the Republican Party.

SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT:

COMPROMISE of 1877: Democrats forced withdrawal of Federal
Troops in order to get a president (Rutherford B. Hayes) elected. Re-
sult was that the protections afforded ex-slaves were removed, Re-
construction came to an end, and Jim Crow laws were created.

PLESSY VS. FERGUSON DECISION {1896) established institutional dis-
crimination with the concept of “Separate but Equal”. Majority of
judges were Democrat, one dissenting judge was Republican.

WOODROW D. WILSON, Democrat, had first movie in the White
House, advocated for the KKK; segregated Federal Work Place, Army

BROWN VS. BOARD OF EDUCATION (May 17, 1954); reversed Plessy vs.
Ferguson, 9-0 ruling.

SOUTHERN MANIFESTO (Mar. 12, 1956); Opposed Brown vs. Board of
Education; 101 Signers, 97 were Democrat, 4 were Republican

LONGEST ONE-PERSON FILIBUSTER (Aug. 28, 1957): Civil Rights Act of
1957; 24 hours; Strom Thurmond, Democrat

LONGEST FILIBUSTER (June 10, 1964): Civil Rights Act of 1964; ; 60
working days & 75 hours; Democrat Senators Richard Russell,
Strom Thurmond, Robert Byrd, William Fulbright, and Sam Ervin.

CIVIL RIGHTS ACT (July 2, 1964); Republican: 80%, Democrat: 61% DAVID BARTON

VOTING RIGHTS ACT (Aug. 6, 1965); Republican: 82%, Democrat: 62%

YOUTUBE LINKS: Jim Crow and America's Racism Explained
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2_gOtZ--4WE On the cover, the first Black men elected to Congress; Party: Republican

The First Blacks to Sexve in th U.S. Congress . Is: C Beniamin S. T Josiah T. Wall
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3zV7KTaQAS0 Senator Hiram R. Revels; ongresstnen enjamin S. Turner, Josiah T. Walls,
Joseph H. Rainey, Robert Brown Elliot, Robert D. De Large, Jefferson H. Long



Congressional
Reconstruction |
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o’ As violence against African Americans
increased in the South, both mederate
and Radical Republicans blamed it on
the lawlessness and leniency of
Johnson's policies

r Congress then did something
unprecedented

R For the first time ever, Congress passed
major legislation over a President’s veto
with the required two-thirds majority
vote.

o® The Civil Rights Act of 1866 became a
law.

Reconstruction in the South

requued | loyalty oath many
white southerners-were now not
ehgl’fﬂe to.vote.

R Many chose to stay away fromthe
elections

o®-Black men linéd up to use their
TEW nght of suffrage

& By 1868, many southern states had
both black officials and.a strong
Republican Party

R'SC (the state that started thie Civil
Wat) bécaine the orie statewherea
blackmajority, ruled the legislature
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What Factors Led to the End of Reconstruction?

By Sandi Johnson &
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The end of reconstruction efforts in the United States after the Civil War came in
1877. Some of the general factors contributing to the failure of Civil War
reconstructionincluded resistance, economics, and poorlaw enforcement.
Specific factors which finally ended the Reconstruction Era included the disputes
surrounding the 1876 presidential election, increasing violence by the Ku Klux Klan
and other extremist groups, as well as Democratic candidates once again assuming
power in Southern states. Violence and shifting political climates, more so than any
otherfactors, brought about the end of reconstruction.

Before and after the Civil War, Confederate loyalists and influential white leaders
vehemently opposed any form of government in the South that was not based on
white supremacy. As Republican politicians and carpetbaggers — a term used for
Northern Republicans who moved south during reconstruction — pushed harder for

African-Americans to participate as equals, aggression and violence from the
oppositionincreased. The actions of the Ku Klux Klan, originally formed as a social
clubin Pulaski, Tennessee during 1866, advanced quickly from civil protests to acts
of violence with the intended purpose of intimidation of black voters. Public officials
increasingly sided with African-Americans in disputes regarding labor and equal
rights, which prompted violent responses and the increased prominence of the

Klan.

While Klansmen and other extremists engaged in acts of violence meant to
intimidate African-Americans and supporters of reconstruction, Southern politicians
worked to garner anti-reconstruction supporters at the polls. Using racial imagery
that played on fears and exaggerated claims, Southern Democrats worked tirelessly
tovilify the policies of reconstruction and bring about its end. Undecided
Southerners were bombarded with broadsides, political cartoons, and other
campaign efforts that focused on the unsavory idea of slaves having the right to
vote or hold public office and placed blame for economic conditions on African-
Americans. Feelings of shame over military defeats during the Civil War, as well as
subsequent poverty, made efforts to vilify Northerners, Republicans, and
supporters of racial equality easier.

The 1876 presidential election brought about the final end of reconstruction, when
Rutherford B. Hayes, a Northern Republican, ranin direct competition with Samuel J.
Tilden, a Southern Democrat. South Carolina, Florida, and Louisiana were the only
remaining Southern states where Republican Reconstruction Era governments
remained in power. Both candidates claimed to carry these statesin the election.
The Bargain of 1877 ended the heated, violence-inducing dispute, with Hayes taking
the presidency and Democrats regaining control of governmental affairs in the three
remaining reconstruction states. As part of the Bargain, Hayes agreed to ending
federalinvolvementinracial issues orinterference in Southern affairs.

I Share



