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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2025-2

Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Matt Carlucci

Date of Introduction: January 14, 2025

Committee(s) of Reference: NCSPHS, R, F, TEU

Date of Analysis: January 16, 2025

Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment; request for interlocal coordination

Bill Summary: The ordinance amends Ordinance Code Chapter 382 – Waste Collection and Disposal Services by Contractor and City – to create a new Section 382.504 – Council Approval of Solid Waste Assessment Reductions – to provide for an exemption from payment of the solid waste special assessment for individuals or families with incomes within 150% of the federal government’s poverty guidelines. It provides for applications for the exemption and requires annual record-keeping and reporting to the City Council and Council Auditor. The bill provides that an annual tally of the amount of assessment reductions shall be made and that a like amount be budgeted for the Public Works Department in the City’s annual budget. The ordinance requests the Mayor and General Counsel to coordinate with the Cities of Atlantic Beach, Neptune Beach and Jacksonville Beach and the Town of Baldwin t create a process for offering a similar discount, reduction or reimbursement of the solid waste fees in those jurisdictions, based on the same criteria, that would be funded by the City of Jacksonville as part of its annual budget process.

NOTE: See companion Ordinance 2025-0001.

Background Information: Ordinance 2025-0001 proposes to increase the solid waste special assessment from the current $12.65 per month ($151.80 annually) to $30.40 per month ($364.80 annually) beginning in calendar year 2025. This ordinance creates a 100% exemption from paying the assessment for individuals or households with incomes no more than 150% of the federal poverty line. For 2024 the poverty guidelines (for persons living in the 48 contiguous states and the District of Columbia) for families of various sizes were as follows (150% ordinance threshold in parentheses): 1 person - $15,060 ($22,590); 2 persons - $20,440 ($30,660); 3 persons - $25,820 ($38,730); 4 persons - $31,200 ($46,800); 5 persons - $36,580 ($54,870).

The City currently offers a 100% fee reduction on its stormwater management fee for individuals or households with incomes less than 150% of the federal policy guidelines.

Policy Impact Area: Solid waste fee

Fiscal Impact: Undetermined, depending on the number of individuals/households making application for the exemption.

Analyst: Clements
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