From: Sara Meadow <sarameadow@gmail.com>

Date: 7/14/20 9:11 AM (GMT-05:00)

To:

Cc: Mayor Lenny Curry <MayorLennyCurry@coj.net>, "Danford, Joyce"
<JoyceMorgan@coj.net>, "Ferraro, Albert" <Ferraro@coj.net>, "Bowman, Aaron"
<ABowman@coj.net>, "Wilson, Scott" <SWilson@coj.net>, "Cumber, LeAnna"
<LCumber@coj.net>, "Boylan, Michael" <MBoylan@coj.net>, "Gaffney, Reginald"
<RGaffney@coj.net>, "Pittman, JuCoby" <JPittman@coj.net>, "Dennis, Garrett"
<GarrettD@coj.net>, "Jackson, Brenda" <BPJackson@coj.net>, "Becton, Daniel"
<DBecton@coj.net>, "White, Randy" <RandyWhite@coj.net>, "Diamond, Rory"
<RDiamond@coj.net>, "DeFoor, Randle" <RDefoor@coj.net>, "Freeman, Terrance"
<TFreeman@coj.net>, "Ford-Hardin, Gerrie" <GerrieF@coj.net>, "Salem, Ronald"
<RSalem@coj.net>, "Hazouri, Thomas" <THazouri@coj.net>, "Carlucci, Matthew"
<MCarlucci@coj.net>, "Newby, Samuel" <SNewby@coj.net>, "Clements, Jeff"
<JEFFC@coj.net>, "Brown, Cheryl" <CLBROWN@coj.net>

Subject: (Action Required) Cancel the RNC in Jacksonville

EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from a non-COJ email address. Do not click any links
or open any attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Mayor and City Council,

My name is Sara Meadow and | was born and raised in Jacksonville. I grew up in Jacksonville,
went to grade school in Jacksonville, and many members of my family have been in Jacksonville
for generations. While | have a lot of love for the wonderful people and places in Jacksonville, |
am disturbed by many recent decisions coming out of the local government - specifically the
decision to host the RNC despite continuous calls to cancel it. I’ve outlined some points below
and urge you all to act accordingly.

Ultimately, hosting the RNC will do much more harm to Jacksonville than good; the mayor
and city council must call for the convention cancelation immediately.

Following the RNC, we will undoubtedly see a rise in coronavirus cases that will
further hamper economic recovery and needlessly endanger lives. Firstly, I want to
applaud Mayor Lenny Curry's decision to enforce mandatory mask-wearing where social
distancing is not possible. Such a step is imperative for slowing the spread of COVID-19.
| trust that this policy will apply to the RNC as well - indoors or outdoors - should it not
be canceled. However, | want to emphasize that even with mask-wearing mandates and
other safety measures, holding the RNC in Jacksonville in the middle of this

pandemic will still endanger hundreds, maybe thousands of Jacksonville residents. Public
health experts have made it extremely clear — the RNC is the perfect storm of conditions
that will lead to further COVID spread, more cases, and more deaths even with safety
measures. A global COVID hotspot is not the place to hold a large scale convention.
Florida is already being touted as an example of the disastrous consequences of a state
opening too early — let’s not make that worse.



https://www.news-press.com/story/opinion/2020/07/10/republican-convention-in-jacksonville-ranks-as-public-health-threat/5413346002/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/12/us/florida-coronavirus-covid-cases.html?action=click&module=RelatedLinks&pgtype=Article
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/12/us/florida-coronavirus-covid-cases.html?action=click&module=RelatedLinks&pgtype=Article

While hosting the RNC may seem to offer financial or political incentives to current
Jacksonville leadership, these gains will not be worth it in the long run. On the
surface, hosting the RNC may seem like a boon to the Jacksonville economy with the
media attention and visitors flying in for the convention. However, as | detailed above, it
is incredibly clear that hosting the convention will lead to an additional spike in
coronavirus cases in the Jacksonville area. Greater spikes, in addition to leading to the
needless deaths of Jacksonville residents, will also slow our economic recovery. Leading
economists agree — the best way to encourage economic recovery is to slow the spread of
the virus as much as possible. We cannot rush this process. Holding an event like the
RNC is the anthesis of slowing the spread and saving lives.

Furthermore, as many recent articles have pointed out, the chaos and hesitancy
surrounding the convention means that the economic benefit brought to the city will
amount to a fraction of Jacksonville’s initial estimates of ~$100 million. Local news has
reported that many serious legal entanglements and logistical issues with the convention
are still up in the air, and as more donors resist the location change, it’s becoming clearer
that the economic benefits promised to the city will not pan out as expected.

Jacksonville citizens are not on board with the convention’s location either. Attorneys
and other Jacksonville citizens are currently suing the city for agreeing to host the RNC.
Public concern is growing — people understand the danger that the Jacksonville
government is bringing to the city for agreeing to host a national convention in the
epicenter of a pandemic. Recent polls show the vast majority of voters in Jacksonville do
NOT want the RNC coming to our city, and 71% are rightfully worried that the RNC will
worsen the outbreak. VVoters will remember and hold you responsible for the reckless
decisions made in critical moments like this.

Hosting the RNC on the anniversary of Ax Handle Saturday would be an insult to
Black Jacksonville residents and the Black Lives Matter movement - the largest
social movement in U.S. history. Currently President Trump — a vocal racist and critic
of the Black Lives Matter movement — is scheduled to accept the Republican presidential
nomination on the 60" anniversary of Ax Handle Saturday. Sixty years ago on August
27" 1960, activists from the NAACP Youth Council were attacked and brutally beaten
bloody with ax handles for staging a peaceful sit-in protest. The police largely stood by
and let this atrocity happen.

We should remember moments like Ax Handle Saturday in our city’s history. We should
use them to bring to light the injustices — past and present - faced by Black people in
Jacksonville. We should use them as a starting point for conversations regarding current-
day issues of JSO brutality, such as the murder of college student Jamee Johnson at the
hands of a JSO officer during a routine traffic stop last December. We should not use this
anniversary as a day to focus on a man whose policies and politics actively perpetuate
racism and empower white supremacists.



https://hub.jhu.edu/2020/05/19/alessandro-rebucci-economic-impact-of-covid-19/
https://hub.jhu.edu/2020/05/19/alessandro-rebucci-economic-impact-of-covid-19/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/04/us/politics/republican-convention-jacksonville-charlotte.html
https://www.news4jax.com/news/local/2020/07/13/plan-for-rnc-in-jacksonville-faces-challenges/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/04/us/politics/republican-convention-jacksonville-charlotte.html
https://www.forbes.com/sites/alisondurkee/2020/07/09/jacksonville-citizens-sue-city-rnc-to-stop-republican-national-convention/#5345a58a1def
https://www.tampabay.com/florida-politics/buzz/2020/06/24/58-percent-of-jacksonville-voters-dont-want-the-republican-convention-poll-finds/
https://myfloridahistory.org/frontiers/article/32
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/07/03/us/george-floyd-protests-crowd-size.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/07/03/us/george-floyd-protests-crowd-size.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/28/us/politics/trump-white-power-video-racism.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/11/us/politics/trump-on-race.html
https://www.tampabay.com/florida-politics/buzz/2020/06/24/in-jacksonville-can-rnc-coexist-with-anniversary-of-a-racist-attack/
https://www.news4jax.com/news/local/2020/07/09/jamee-johnsons-family-seeks-legal-action-after-police-involved-shooting-ruled-justifiable/
https://www.news4jax.com/news/local/2020/07/09/jamee-johnsons-family-seeks-legal-action-after-police-involved-shooting-ruled-justifiable/

I understand that Mayor Lenny Curry has said that there are a number of metrics the City of
Jacksonville is watching to determine the safety of hosting the RNC. According to a recent First
Coast news article, the mayor cited widespread community spread and ICU capacity as the
metrics he is watching. The mayor also set no target date for making his decision and said he will
act “when we get to it”.

I’d like to make it incredibly clear that NOW is the time to “get to it”. On Sunday, Florida broke
the record for the largest one day increase in cases in a state — including New York State in April
- by reporting 15,000 cases in a single day. Duval Country has been clearly marked as an area
with “widespread community spread” according to a recent Harvard Global Health Institute
analysis. While state data shows there are currently some ICU beds available in Duval county,
ICU beds should not be our only metric for decision making in this critical time. Economic
damage is not measured by ICU beds. Insult to the Black community is not measured by 1ICU
beds. Current ICU bed counts don’t account for the fact that COVID takes a few weeks to take
its toll on a community, and it’s likely that our ICU beds will fill up in the weeks following the
convention — not before. Open ICU beds ahead of an event do not mean lives will not be
needlessly lost.

I urge you - please do the right thing and cancel the RNC event in Jacksonville
immediately.

Thank you,
Sara


https://www.firstcoastnews.com/article/news/politics/rnc/jacksonville-mayor-explains-what-would-cause-the-republican-national-convention-to-move/77-0fbe5827-a0dd-43e4-b400-6fb152a5b24c
https://www.firstcoastnews.com/article/news/politics/rnc/jacksonville-mayor-explains-what-would-cause-the-republican-national-convention-to-move/77-0fbe5827-a0dd-43e4-b400-6fb152a5b24c
https://www.wsj.com/articles/coronavirus-latest-news-07-12-2020-11594546602
https://www.wsj.com/articles/coronavirus-latest-news-07-12-2020-11594546602
https://globalepidemics.org/key-metrics-for-covid-suppression/
https://globalepidemics.org/key-metrics-for-covid-suppression/
https://bi.ahca.myflorida.com/t/ABICC/views/Public/ICUBedsCounty?%3AshowAppBanner=false&%3Adisplay_count=n&%3AshowVizHome=n&%3Aorigin=viz_share_link&%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y&%3Aembed=y

