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Report of the Historic Preservation Section and 
Advisory Recommendation of the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission 

TO:   Council Secretary, Jacksonville City Council 

THROUGH: Chairperson and Members 
Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission 

FROM: Arimus Wells, City Planner Supervisor – Planning Department 

RE: Proposed Naming of 620 Bay St E – Ordinance No. 2025-XXX 

DATE: August 27, 2025 

At the request of City Council, legislation will be introduced to propose naming the City-
owned building located at 620 Bay Street E as the “Henry Bradley Firefighters Museum.” 
Consistent with Chapter 122.105 of the Jacksonville Ordinance Code the naming and 
renaming of public buildings, public facilities and public parks, requires a Report from the 
Historic Preservation Section and an advisory recommendation on the renaming proposal 
from the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission.  The Report is required to 
address the following criteria: 

1. The origin of the existing public building, public facility, or public park name, if
applicable;

2. Any historical significance of the existing public building, public facility or public
park;

3. Whether there are any historical structures or landmarks on the subject property
4. Whether the existing building name, name of public facility, or public park name

is part of a common theme of names throughout the community where such
building, park or facility is located;

5. The age of the public building, public facility or public park name
6. Whether there are other public buildings, public facilities, or public parks with the

same or similar name; and
7. Whether the person (or persons) to whom the public building, public facility or

public park is proposed to be named or renamed has contributed to the
development of, or is a reminder of the history and/or culture of the City, State,
or Nation.

Location:  620 Bay Street E, RE# 073354-0000 

Reason for Change: At the request of City Council to honor the life and legacy of Henry 
J. Bradley, volunteer firefighter for the City of Jacksonville, by naming the City-owned
firefighters museum building located at 620 Bay Street E as the Henry Bradley Firefighters
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Museum.” Firefighter Bradley was the first City of Jacksonville firefighter to die in the line 
of duty. 
 
Criteria: 
 
1. The origin of the existing public building, public facility, or public park name, if 

applicable:  
 

Constructed approximately ten months after the Great Fire of May 3, 1901, the 
existing City-owned building was originally used as a fire station (“Catherine Street 
Fire Station #3”) for African American firemen who worked out of the station until 
1905. After being saved from demolition in 1972, the Catherine Street Fire Station was 
later rehabilitated to house the Jacksonville Fire Museum. Due to its large valuable 
collection of firefighting related artifacts and documents, the Catherine Street Fire 
Station was designated in 1982 as the official museum of the Florida State Firefighters 
Association by the Florida State Firemen’s Association.  After continued loss of the 
surrounding historical context and endangered from nearby construction, the 
Catherine Street Fire Station was moved in 1994 to the Kids Kampus at Metropolitan 
Park. It was later moved to its present-day location in 2022. The museum is currently 
closed for renovations in coordination with the proposed Jacksonville Shipyards West 
Park. 

 
2. Any historical significance of the existing public building, public facility or public park:  
 

The subject building possesses historical significance due to its association with noted 
Jacksonville Fire Chief, Thomas W. Haney (1860-1939), who served from 1892 until his 
retirement in 1926.  Under Chief Haney’s leadership, the Jacksonville Fire Department 
evolved from a horse powered apparatus housed in a limited number of small stations 
to an extensive modern motorized system. Serving for over thirty years until his 
retirement in 1926, Haney was descended from a family of firefighters in his 
hometown of Atlanta, Georgia.  In addition to having two brothers who were firemen, 
Chief Haney’s father, Thomas Haney, served as the Chief of the Atlanta Fire 
Department.  Before the age of 18, Haney joined Atlanta’s volunteer fire department, 
and became a foreman, when a professional department was organized in the Georgia 
capital in 1892.   

 
3. Whether there are any historical structures or landmarks on the subject property:  
 

The existing firefighters museum is designated as a local landmark by City Council in 
2011 via Ordinance 2011-0205 (LM-11-01). 

 
4. Whether the existing building name, name of public facility, or public park name is 

part of a common theme of names throughout the community where such building, 
park or facility is located:   
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The existing museum building does not have a formally designated name and is 
thereby not part of a common theme of names throughout the community. 

 
5. The age of the public building, public facility or public park name: 
 

The existing museum building does not have a formally designated name.  
 
6. Whether there are other public buildings, public facilities, or public parks with the 

same or similar name: 
 

There are no other public buildings, public facilities, or public parks with the same or 
similar name. 

 
7. Whether the person (or persons) to whom the public building, public facility or public 

park is proposed to be named or renamed has contributed to the development of, or 
is a reminder of the history and/or culture of the City, State, or Nation:  
 
Henry J. Bradley is recognized as being the first Jacksonville firefighter to die in the 
line of duty. Mr. Bradley served as a volunteer firefighter for the Duval Fire Engine and 
Hose Company, one of Jacksonville’s organized Black volunteer companies. The 
company was composed of 22 men. On December 16, 1885, the company joined 
others to fight a major fire that broke out in S.B. Hubbard’s Hardware Store, a four-
story warehouse, located on the south side of West Bay Street between North Main 
Street and North Laura Street. In addition to destroying the hardware store, the fire 
consumed the McConihe Building, and the Abell Block, a warehouse belonging to C.B. 
Benedict. While fighting the blaze, part of the front wall of the Abell Block collapsed-
-injuring three firemen and killing Mr. Bradley.  
 
Mr. Bradley’s passing and service to the City resulted in several fire insurance 
companies threatening to withdraw their coverage unless the City established a paid 
fire department. This demand came to fruition on April 20, 1886 when the Jacksonville 
City Council passed an ordinance creating a paid fire department.  

 
PDD Recommendation: 
It is the opinion of the Planning Department that the proposed naming of the City-owned 
firefighters museum building located at 620 Bay Street E as the “Henry Bradley 
Firefighters Museum” will be named after a person that has made significant 
contributions to the City of Jacksonville as outlined in Ordinance 2025-XXX. 
 
JHPC Recommendation:: 
Based on the best evidence available, the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission 
(JHPC) recommended approval of the proposed naming of the City-owned firefighters 
museum building located at 620 Bay Street E as the “Henry Bradley Firefighters Museum.” 
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Aerial View of Subject Property 
 

    
 

View of the Building’s Main Entrance 
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