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Statistics 
• One organ donor can save up to 8 lives

• Kidneys, lungs, heart, liver, pancreas, small 
intestine

• One tissue donor can enhance more 
than 75 lives
• Skin, tendons, veins, ligaments, heart valves

• One cornea donor can restore sight to 
two people



Why Become a Donor?

• The Need

•103,000+ patients on the transplant 
waiting list
•5,400 waiting in Florida
•Every 10 minutes a patient is added 

to the list
•22 people die each day waiting for a 

transplant
•84% of the list awaiting kidneys

Mayo Clinic



• LifeQuest is the organ 
procurement 
organization across all 
of Northeast Florida. 
•Our mission is to 

educate as many 
individuals about the 
power of organ 
donation, but 
especially high school 
students. 

Who We Are



History

2000: Decision Donation

• Started presenting in districts across the 
DSA

• Pre-presentation: 30% favored enrollment

• Post-presentation: 70% favored enrollment

2009: Florida’s Donor Registry

• Individuals could enroll directly on the 
registry

• Ability to track registrations and donor 
designation rates by age group

• More people reached & registration rates 
increased each year

2020: COVID 

• Individuals reached & registrations declined 
rapidly
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• Covid hit and Jacksonville 
locked down. It became 
difficult to educate people 
about donation. 

• Immediately registry 
numbers started declining 
and haven’t gone up since.  

• The worst part is this 
impacted authorization, 
which impacts donation, 
which impacts the number 
of lives we can save. 

Covid



Here in Duval 

Katie Caples, 
Bishop Kenny 

student, donated 5 
organs after car 

crash. 

Gerry Polcari holding his first 
granddaughter, Ava Lynne, born less than 
two years after he received his new liver.

 “I never would have seen my daughter get 
married, let alone meet my granddaughter.”

Naishanda Larramore’s (First Coast High School teacher) 
husband passed away waiting for a heart and kidney. 
Leonard Larramore played for the Buffalo Bills. 



How You Save Lives



Be a Hero

•  Ways to help:
•Work together to educate our city
• First responders 
•Community events
•Religious organizations
•High Schools/Colleges 



How You Can Save Lives

@lifequestfla

DCPS Conference UF Health

Contact Jessica Scheidler Grossberg at 

jsch0014@lifequest.ufl.edu
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