
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
BETWEEN 

CITY OF JACKSONVILLE, o/b/o ITS ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION BOARD 
AND 

ST. JOHNS RIVERKEEPER, INC. 
 

THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDNG (“MOU”) is made and entered into as of this 
_____ day of ____________________, 2025 (the “Effective Date”), by and between the CITY OF 
JACKSONVILLE, a consolidated municipal corporation and political subdivision existing under the 
Constitution and laws of the State of Florida (the “City”), for and on behalf of CITY OF 
JACKSONVILLE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION BOARD, an executive board of the City 
pursuant to Chapter 73, Ordinance Code, whose address is 214 North Hogan Street, Suite 500, Jacksonville, 
Florida 32202 (“JEPB”), and ST. JOHNS RIVERKEEPER, INC., a Florida not for profit corporation 
with a principal address at 2800 University Blvd. North, Jacksonville, Florida 32211 (“SJRK”) for the 
provision of environmental quality assessments of the Ribault River and Moncrief Creek watersheds (the 
“Project”). 
 

RECITALS: 
 

WHEREAS, JEPB supports the mission of SJRK and its efforts to improve the quality of life in 
Jacksonville through conservation and protection of the natural and urban environment, especially the St. 
Johns River, through education, awareness, facilitation, and compliance; and 

 
WHEREAS, JEPB and SJRK both support the vision of a thriving St. Johns River watershed that 

sustains healthy ecosystems for future generations; now therefore 
  
IN CONSIDERATION of the foregoing and of other good and valuable consideration 

acknowledged by the parties to be sufficient, the parties hereby agree as follows: 
   
1. Recitals. The Recitals set forth above are accurate, true, and correct and are 

incorporated herein and made a part hereof by this reference. 
 
2. Obligations of the City. The City agrees to: 
 

a. use its best efforts to promote the Project and share information about the Project 
with the public. 

3. Obligations of SJRK. SJRK agrees: 
 
a. to accept City funding in the amount of $106,000 according to the payment 

schedule set forth above; and 
b. to expend the funds only for the Project and to return to the City any funds not 

used for the Project; and 
c. that if the services performed under this agreement are not performed in 

accordance with the agreement, SJRK shall refund the City funds within fifteen (15) business days 
of demand by the City and the City may terminate this agreement; and 

d. to provide the services necessary to accomplish the Project; and 
e. to submit a preliminary report at the conclusion of the first year and a final report 

within 30 days of the Project’s end; and 
f. to provide an update on the Project during the 2028 Environmental Symposium. 
 

Exhibit 3 
Page 1 of 22



4. Term and Renewal. This MOU shall continue in effect through March 1, 2028, and may 
be extended only with the agreement of both parties.    The City’s performance and obligations to pay, if 
any, under the provisions of this MOU are subject to appropriation by the City Council of the City of 
Jacksonville.  Nothing in this MOU shall be construed as providing SJRK or any third party with a cause 
of action against the City for failure to obtain or make an appropriation for the Project.   

 
5. Performance. SJRK shall ensure that the Project is conducted in a professional manner, 

using reasonable efforts and abilities on a non-emergency basis.  SJRK shall perform the Project in 
conformity with this MOU, including the Project Scope (Exhibit A) and the Project Budget and Payment 
Schedule (Exhibit B).  

 
6. Safety.  The City and SJRK agree that the safety of all employees, contractors, and the 

public should always be considered as having priority. Either the City or SJRK personnel may stop the 
Project immediately due to any safety concerns. 

 
7. Force Majeure. SJRK shall not be liable for any failure or delay in the performance of its 

obligations under this MOU due to a force majeure event, including but not limited to, acts of civil or 
military authority, acts of courts and/or regulatory agencies, war, riot or insurrection, embargoes, sabotages, 
strikes or lockouts (provided such strike or lockout does not arise from inequitable labor practices), 
epidemics, fires, floods, earthquakes, tornadoes, and hurricanes. If any failure or delay results from such 
causes, upon notice from SJRK within five days of the event giving rise to the delay, the time for 
performance shall be extended for a period of time reasonably necessary to overcome the effects of such 
delays.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, if SJRK’s performance is rendered impossible or ineffective by the 
event or delay, then all funds distributed to SJRK by the City remaining unspent on the Project shall be 
returned to the City. 

 
8. No Waivers. Failure of the City to take action to enforce compliance by SJRK with any of 

the terms or conditions of this MOU after having received funds therefor or to give notice or declare this 
MOU or any authorization granted hereunder terminated shall not constitute a waiver or relinquishment of 
any term or condition of this MOU, but the same shall be and remain at all times in full force and effect. 

 
9. Entire MOU. This MOU constitutes the entire understanding between the parties and 

supersedes all previous discussion, understandings, and agreements between the parties relating to the 
subject matter hereof. 

 
10. Applicable Law. The MOU shall be construed, interpreted and controlled by the laws of 

the State of Florida. 
 
11. Public Records. The Parties understand and agree that all documents of any kind provided 

in connection with this MOU are public records and are treated as such in accordance with Florida law. 
 
12. Limitations of Government Liability. Nothing in this MOU shall be deemed a waiver of 

immunity or limits of liability of either party or the City of Jacksonville beyond any statutory limited waiver 
of immunity or limits which may have been adopted by the Florida Legislature in Section 768.28, Florida 
Statutes, or other statutes as amended from time to time, and nothing in this MOU shall inure to the benefit 
of any third party for the purpose of allowing any claim that would otherwise be barred under the doctrine 
of sovereign immunity or by operation of law. 

 
13. Maximum Indebtedness. As required by Section 106.431, Jacksonville Ordinance 

Code, the City’s maximum indebtedness for the Project provided pursuant to this MOU for the period of 
service shall be a fixed monetary amount not to exceed ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND SIX AND 00/100 
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DOLLARS ($106,000.00). 
 
14. Amendments.  All changes to, amendments to, modifications of, or additions to 

this MOU or any of its terms, provisions, and conditions shall be binding only when in writing and signed 
by the authorized officer, agent, or representative of each of the parties hereto. 
 

15. Nondiscrimination.  As required by section 126.404, Jacksonville Ordinance Code, SJRK 
represents that it has adopted and will maintain throughout the Term a policy of nondiscrimination against 
any person with regard to race, color, sex (including pregnancy), sexual orientation, gender identity or 
expression, religion, political affiliation, national origin, disability, age, marital status, veteran status, or 
any other impermissible factor in recruitment, hiring, compensation, training, placement, promotion, 
discipline, demotion, transfers, layoff, recall, termination, working conditions, and related terms and 
conditions of employment. SJRK agrees that, on written request, it will permit reasonable access to its 
records of employment, employment advertisement, application forms, and other pertinent data and records 
by the Executive Director of the Jacksonville Human Rights Commission, or successor agency or 
commission, for the purpose of investigation to ascertain compliance with the nondiscrimination provisions 
of this MOU; provided, however, that SJRK shall not be required to produce for inspection records covering 
periods of time more than one year prior to the Effective Date. SJRK agrees that, if any of the services to 
be provided pursuant to this MOU are to be provided by a subcontractor, the provisions of this section will 
be incorporated into and become a part of the subcontract. 

 
16. Indemnification; Insurance. SJRK shall indemnify and hold harmless the City in 

accordance with the indemnification provisions outlined in Exhibit C.  SJRK shall procure and maintain 
insurance in the forms and amounts outlined in Exhibit D. 

 
17. Human Trafficking Affidavit. Contemporaneously with the execution of this Agreement, 

and as a condition precedent to the enforceability of this Agreement including City’s obligations hereunder, 
SJRK shall deliver to City an executed Human Trafficking Affidavit in compliance with Section 787.06, 
Florida Statutes in the form attached hereto as Exhibit E. 

 
18. Compliance with Laws.  As required by section 126.107(b), Jacksonville Ordinance 

Code, in providing the Project, SJRK shall comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws, rules, 
regulations, and ordinances, as the same exist and may be amended from time to time. Such laws, rules, 
regulations, and ordinances include, but are not limited to, chapter 119, Florida Statutes (Florida Public 
Records Law), and section 286.011, Florida Statutes (Florida Sunshine Law). If any of the obligations of 
this MOU are to be performed by a subcontractor, the provisions of this section will be incorporated into 
and become a part of the subcontract. 

 
19. Relationship of Parties.  In performance of this MOU, SJRK is acting in the capacity of 

an independent contractor and not as an agent, employee, partner, joint venture, or associate of the City. 
SJRK shall be solely responsible for the labor, supplies, materials, means, methods, techniques, sequences, 
and procedures utilized to provide the Project in accordance with this MOU. 

 
20. Public Records.  In accordance with section 119.0701, Florida Statutes, SJRK shall: 

Keep and maintain public records required by the City to perform the Project. Upon request from the 
City’s custodian of public records, provide the City with a copy of the requested records or allow records 
to be inspected or copied within a reasonable time at a cost that does not exceed the cost provided for in 
chapter 119, Florida Statutes, or as otherwise provided by law. 
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a. Ensure that public records that are exempt or confidential and exempt from public 
records disclosure requirements are not disclosed except as authorized by law for the duration of 
this MOU and following completion of this MOU if SJRK does not transfer the records to the City. 

b. Upon completion of this MOU, transfer to the City at no cost all public records in 
possession of SJRK or keep and maintain public records required by the City to perform the Project. 
If SJRK transfers all public records to the City upon completion of this MOU, SJRK shall destroy 
any duplicate public records that are exempt or confidential and exempt from public records 
disclosure requirements. If Data SJRK Bank keeps and maintains public records upon completion 
of this MOU, SJRK shall meet all applicable requirements for retaining public records. All records 
stored electronically must be provided to the City upon request from the City’s custodian of public 
records in a format that is compatible with the City’s information technology systems. 

The above requirements apply to SJRK only if it is a “Contractor” as defined in section 119.0701, Florida 
Statutes. 

IF SJRK HAS QUESTIONS REGARDING THE APPLICATION OF 
CHAPTER 119, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO ITS DUTY TO PROVIDE PUBLIC 
RECORDS RELATING TO THIS MOU, CONTACT THE CITY’S 
CUSTODIAN OF PUBLIC RECORDS AT (904) 255-7674; PRR@COJ.NET; 
CITY OF JACKSONVILLE, PUBLIC RECORDS REQUEST, 214 NORTH 
HOGAN STREET, SUITE 1180, JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32202. 
 

 
 
 

[Remainder of page left blank intentionally. Signature page follows immediately.] 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have caused this Agreement to be executed by their duly 
authorized representatives as of the Effective Date. 
 
ATTEST:     CITY OF JACKSONVILLE 
 
 
By: _____________________________  By: ________________________________ 
      James R. McCain, Jr.          Donna Deegan, Mayor 
      Corporation Secretary     
 
 
 
 
WITNESS:     ST. JOHNS RIVERKEEPER, INC. 
 
 
By________________________________  By: ________________________________ 
 Signature     Signature 
 
__________________________________ ____________________________________ 
 Type/Print Name    Type/Print Name         
 
__________________________________ ____________________________________       
 Title      Title 
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Encumbrance and funding information for internal City use: 
 

1Cloud Account for Certification of Funds Amount 

  

  

  

 
In accordance with the Ordinance Code, of the City of Jacksonville, I do hereby certify that there is an 
unexpended, unencumbered, and unimpounded balance in the appropriation sufficient to cover the 
foregoing agreement; however, this certification is not, nor shall it be interpreted as an encumbrance 
of funding under the MOU. Actual encumbrances shall be made by subsequent purchase orders as 
specified in the MOU. 
 
The stated amount is the maximum fixed monetary amount of the MOU.  It shall not be encumbered 
by the MOU.  It shall be encumbered by one or more subsequently issued purchase orders that must 
reference the MOU.  All financial examinations and funds control checking will be made at the time 
such purchase orders are issued 
 
 
                                                                  _____________________________________ 
                                                                   Director of Finance 
                                                                   City Contract Number__________________ 
 

 

Form Approved: 

 

 

_____________________ 

Office of General Counsel 

 

 
GC-#1685074-v2-Riverkeeper_EPB_MOU_Resilient_Ribault_Clean 
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EXHIBIT E 

 

AFFIDAVIT OF COMPLIANCE WITH FLORIDA STATUTE 

SECTION 787.06, HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

 

1. I am over the age of 18 and I have personal knowledge of the matters set forth except as otherwise set 

forth herein.   

 

2. I currently serve as _______________ of ______________, a _________________________ (the 

“Company”). 

 

3. The Company does not use coercion for labor or services, as those terms are defined in Florida 

Statute 787.06. 

 

4. This declaration is made pursuant to Florida Statute 92.525. I understand that making a false 

statement in this declaration may subject me to criminal penalties.  Therefore, under penalties of perjury, I 

declare that I have read the foregoing Human Trafficking Affidavit and that the facts stated herein are 

true. 

 

Further Affiant sayeth naught. 

 

Executed to be effective as of ____________, 202_. 

 

       

       

Signature 

       

Name 

       

Title 

       

Company 

       

Phone Number 

 

STATE OF FLORIDA 

COUNTY OF DUVAL 

 

 The foregoing instrument was SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED before me by means of [_] 

physical presence or [  ] online notarization, this ____ day of ________, 202_, by 

______________________ as ______________ of _____________________, a ___________ 

corporation, on behalf of said corporation. Said individual [  ] is personally known to me or [ ] has 

produced ________________________ as identification. 

      ____________________________________ 

      Name: _____________________________ 

      NOTARY PUBLIC, State of Florida 

  (SEAL)   Serial Number (if any) _______________ 

      My Commission Expires: ____________ 
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