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REPORT OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
APPLICATION FOR DESIGNATION 

AS A CITY OF JACKSONVILLE LANDMARK 
 
 LM-24-06 
 
Historic Name: Pleasant Grove Primitive Church 
 
Other Names:  Power House Miracle Center Ministry, Inc.  
 
Address:  740 Van Buren Street, RE# 122459-0000 
 
Location:  Northwest corner of Oakley Street and Van Buren Street 
 
Owner:  Melissa Wade 

Power House Miracle Center Ministry, Inc. 
740 Van Buren Street 
Jacksonville, Florida, 32202 
 

Applicant:   Same as Owner 
 
Year Built:  c. 1908 
 
 

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 
 
LM-24-06 seeks to designate the subject property located at 740 Van Buren Street (RE# 122459-
0000) as a local landmark. Historically known as the Pleasant Grove Primitive Church, the 
property consists of a one-and-a-half story vernacular building with Late Gothic Revival style 
influences. Constructed in 1908, the building has a steeply pitched gable roof with vergeboard 
decorative work in the gables, windows with lancet arch treatments, pyramidal roof bell tower, 
brick pier foundation, and metal shingled roof. 
 

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS 
 
 

(A) Consistent with the JACKSONVILLE ORDINANCE CODE, SECTION 307.104(d), 
the Planning and Development Department determined that the application for 
designation of the subject property was complete.   

 
(B) As required, the Planning and Development Department had signs posted in front of 

the property being considered for designation, as well as sent notices by U.S. Mail to 
each owner of real property within three hundred and fifty (350) feet of the proposed 
landmark.  Notice of the public hearing on the designation of the subject property was 
published in the Financial News and Daily Report.  Proof of publication is attached to 
this report. 
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(C) Once designated, any activity affecting the exterior of the building and site of the subject 
property will require a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA).  All proposed work will 
be reviewed for consistency with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for 
Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings.  The review of 
most routine work scopes including repairs, maintenance, alterations of previously 
altered features, small additions and size-limited new construction that would not impact 
significant historic elements or would not be readily street visible can be processed by 
the Historic Preservation Section (HPS) of the Jacksonville Planning and Development 
Department, but certain activities like alterations, additions, new construction, 
relocation and demolition that would be visible from the public right-of way, as well as 
any work the HPS determines to be potentially in conflict with the Secretary of the 
Interior Standards, will require  review by the Jacksonville Historic Preservation 
Commission.   

 
The purpose of the historic designation of this site is to provide protection, not to discourage or 
prohibit the future development of the site.  The review of work through the COA process is to 
preserve the historic character, architectural features, and materials of this significant structure, as 
well as, to ensure any future development of the site is compatible with and sensitive to this 
primary historic resource. 
 
(D) In preparing the application, the Planning and Development Department has found the 

application to meet three of the seven criteria.  The three criteria include the following. 
 
A. Its value as a significant reminder of the cultural, historical, architectural, or 

archaeological heritage of the City, state or nation. 
 
It is the determination of the Jacksonville Planning and Development Department that the subject 
property meets this landmark criterion. 
 
With the end of Reconstruction and the reign of Jim Crow that instituted state-sanctioned racial 
segregation, the church became one of the most integral parts of the African American community 
in the south.  In many cases, churches were the most significant social and cultural institution in the 
community providing important social unity and community organization.  Because of segregation, 
Black churches many times were forced to play a larger role in providing needed services, 
particularly in education and welfare, to their communities. Pleasant Grove Primitive Church has 
played such a role in the Oakland community in East Jacksonville for more than 100 years, making 
it one of the oldest churches in Oakland.  
 
Located to the north of East Jacksonville, the Oakland community was originally part of the 
property purchased by steamboat captain Charles Willey in 1842.  This 278-acre tract was acquired 
by Captain Willey as the result of an execution sale based on a judgment against the owner, John 
Warren.  In 1852, Captain Willey and his wife, Francis, deeded four acres to the City of 
Jacksonville for the purpose of a public cemetery.  The cemetery, now known as the Old City 
Cemetery, was expanded by three acres, with one acre conveyed to the Roman Catholic Bishop of 
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Florida.  By 1869, the remaining portions of Captain Willey's properties had come under the 
ownership of Jesse D. Cole.1  That same year, Cole filed a plat for the town of Oakland.2 
 
Additional information about Jesse D. Cole has not been found.  From the census reports and city 
directories, Cole was not a resident of Duval County and may have purchased the property as an 
investment.  Interestingly, 1869 was the same year that Riverside, Brooklyn, and LaVilla were 
first platted as residential communities.  The 1869 plat map of Oakland was divided into two major 
sections. The first section was composed of forty-three tracts divided into individual lots.  This 
section also included the Old City Cemetery, as well as numerous individual lots to the west and 
south of the cemetery along Hogans Creek.  The second section, north of Jessie Street, was 
composed of twenty-eight tracts not divided into individual lots.  Historically, Hogans Creek 
bound Oakland on the west and south, Grant and East Union Streets on the south, Haines Street 
on the east and East First Street on the north. 
 
Like LaVilla, Brooklyn, and Hansontown, Oakland was settled by Freedmen who were attracted 
by inexpensive housing and employment opportunities in the docks and sawmills along the 
riverfront.  To the south and east of Oakland, the white communities of East Jacksonville and 
Fairfield had developed and grown.  In 1887, all three communities were incorporated into the 
City of Jacksonville along with LaVilla, Springfield, Brooklyn, and Riverside.  The African 
American population in Oakland had begun also to move into the new residential community to 
the north known as Campbellton or Campbell's Addition to East Jacksonville. 
 
Over the years, Florida Avenue, which runs north from East Bay Street through the heart of 
Oakland, became a thriving business district serving the adjacent residential community.  In 
addition to comfortable homes, Florida Avenue between Grant Street and East First Street became 
lined with one and two-story masonry buildings housing a variety of businesses and professions, 
many of them owned and operated by African Americans.  Numerous churches were formed very 
soon after Oakland was established to serve the religious needs of the community.  Some of these 
early congregations included the First Baptist Church of Oakland, Mount Olive A.M.E. Church, 
Triumph the Church as well as Mother Midway A.M.E. Church in Campbell's Addition.3  
   
B.  Its location is the site of a significant local, state or national event. 
 
 It is the determination of the Jacksonville Planning and Development Department that the subject 
property does not meet this landmark criterion. 

 
C.  It is identified with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the development 

of the City, state or nation. 
 
 It is the determination of the Jacksonville Planning and Development Department that the subject 
property does not meet this landmark criterion. 

 

 
1 Philip S. May, “The Old City Cemetery”, Papers of the Jacksonville Historical Society, Vol. II, 1949, pp. 1-4. 
2 Oakland, Plat Book D, Page 13, 1869. 
3 Historic Property Associates, Inc., Historic Building Survey – Jacksonville East Side.  (Jacksonville Planning and 
Development Department, 1993), pp 7 & 8.  
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D.  It is identified as the work of a master builder, designer, or architect whose individual 
work has influenced the development of the City, state or nation.  

 
 It is the determination of the Jacksonville Planning and Development Department that the subject 
property does not meet this landmark criterion. 

 
E.  Its value as a building is recognized for the quality of its architecture, and it retains 

sufficient elements showing its architectural significance.  
 
It is the determination of the Jacksonville Planning and Development Department that the subject 
property meets this landmark criterion. 
 
The quality of architecture in Pleasant Grove Primitive Church is recognized and reflected in its 
Late Gothic Revival design, which was popular during its age of construction but rare in East 
Jacksonville and Florida. With its steeply pitched gable roof and pyramidal roof bell tower, 
horizontal wood lap siding, and double hung sash windows with lancet treatments, the design of 
the church reflects a prominent example of the Late Gothic Revival style.   
 
Late Gothic Revival stemmed from the interest in using Medieval Christian architectural design 
features, which was an element of the European Romantic Movement in art, architecture, music 
and literature.  The Romantic Movement was a turn away from the formalism, reasonability, and 
empiricism that characterized the Enlightenment of the late eighteenth century, moving more 
towards the myth and romance of Medieval Europe.  Arriving from England and used in America 
as early as 1799 by pioneer architect, Benjamin Henry Latrobe in his design of Sedgeley outside 
of Philadelphia, the Gothic Revival Style became more common in the United States between 1840 
and 1870.  The popularity of the style in the United States was greatly accelerated by the 
architectural works of Andrew Jackson Davis, whose plans for Gothic Revival houses and cottages 
were widely distributed in the publications of Andrew Jackson Downing, a pioneer landscape 
architect of the time.  The Gothic Revival Style proved to be an enduring stylistic influence that 
continued in various modifications until well into the twentieth century, particularly for the design 
of religious and educational buildings.  Variations of the style that have developed after the Civil 
War have been termed High Victorian or Ruskinian, Collegiate, Carpenter, and even Skyscraper 
Gothic. 
 

F.  It has distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style valuable for the study of a 
period, method of construction, or use of indigenous materials. 

 
It is the determination of the Jacksonville Planning and Development Department that the subject 
property does not meet this landmark criterion. 
 
G.  Its suitability for preservation or restoration. 
 
It is the determination of the Jacksonville Planning and Development Department that the subject 
property meets this landmark criterion. 
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In utilizing this criterion, it has been the practice of the Planning and Development Department to 
evaluate proposed landmarks based on evidence of significant exterior alterations that have 
negatively impacted character-defining features, as well as represent alterations difficult, costly, 
or impossible to reverse.  Further, the degree and nature of any exterior deterioration, as well as 
the evidence of long term and potentially on-going neglect are also a factor in evaluating potential 
landmarks for their suitability for preservation or restoration. 
  
The church has not been significantly altered and still has most of its original character defining 
features The building has no evidence of major deterioration and appears to be well maintained.   
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
Since the property owner is the sponsor of the designation, at least two of the seven criteria must 
be met.  In reviewing the application, the Planning and Development Department has found the 
application to meet three of the seven criteria.   
 
Based on the findings of this report, the Jacksonville Planning and Development Department 
recommends that the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission APPROVE the designation 
of 740 Van Buren Street, M Pleasant Grove Primitive Church, (LM-24-06) as a City of 
Jacksonville Landmark. 
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